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Get involved — join your local civic association
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We Long Islanders pride ourselves on our tight-knit neighborhoods — where we know our
neighbors, care about our schools and keep an eye on the quality of life around us.

But strong communities don’t happen by accident. They take work, collaboration, and a
willingness to roll up our sleeves when challenges arise. That’s where civic associations have a
role.

Civic associations are the heartbeat of thriving communities, bringing neighbors together to
solve problems, advocate for resources and foster meaningful connections. They are
volunteer-driven organizations that give residents a collective voice and a platform for making
changes. And in a time when so many people are frustrated by governmental red tape and feel
disconnected from the work our legislators do, civic groups offer a way to take action where you
live — and see the results.

Across Nassau and Suffolk counties, civic associations are tackling the issues that matter
most to their residents: keeping streets safe, preserving open space, making infrastructure
improvements, protecting the environment, supporting local businesses. They hold public
forums at which residents can question elected officials face to face. They organize
cleanup days to beautify parks and playgrounds. They rally for traffic safety measures,
improved lighting, and the repair of roads and sidewalks. They speak out at zoning board
meetings.

These groups also help knit together the social fabric of our neighborhoods. Civic
associations often host holiday celebrations, block parties, cultural festivals, and other
events that bring residents together. They foster a sense of belonging that is too often
missing in our lives these days, when it’s easy to retreat behind doors and screens.

When residents band together, it’s harder for elected officials to ignore their concerns. A
single phone call or email might go unanswered, but a unified letter from a civic
association — backed by dozens, or hundreds, of neighbors — commands attention.



Long Island has a proud tradition of grassroots involvement. Many of our strongest civic
victories — from preserving coastal wetlands to blocking irresponsible overdevelopment
— were made possible by everyday residents who refused to sit on the sidelines. They
showed up, spoke out and organized. And they did it not for personal gain, but because
they cared about the place they call home.

Civic associations need new members to survive — and that’s where you can help.

Too often, a small group of volunteers carries the load year after year. Without fresh ideas
and extra hands, these groups risk fading away — along with the community’s ability to
respond to challenges.

If you’ve never been to a meeting, try attending the next one in your area. You’ll learn
about local issues, meet new neighbors, and see how quickly your voice can make a
difference.

In the end, joining your local civic association is about more than fixing a pothole or
stopping a bad development. It’s about ensuring that Long Island remains a place where
people look out for one another, where our neighborhoods stay safe and welcoming, and
where the future reflects the values we share.

Your community needs you. Those who show up — in person, around the table, ready to
listen, prepared to speak and willing to work together, will write Long Island’s future. Be
one of them.



